
Berry Creek Community Association
September 11, 2010

Volunteer Fire Station 61

Minutes

 

Treasurers Report: Checking: $63.87  Savings: $215.50

 

Council Members Present: Skip Gross, Dori Hamill, Bonnie Vincent

Absent: Loren Gill

 

Committee Reports:
Public Safety:

* Skip: Ride along program (D.A.D.) stalled. Deputy Nicholaw submitted applications of 
residents and now we need to follow up with Sgt. Borgman, 33 County Center Drive, Oroville, 
CA

ACTION: Pursue next step in commitment that was made to the Berry Creek community at the 
OES meeting when all of the emergency services representatives met with the council to discuss 
steps to making the next evacuation run more smoothly. One of those steps was training residents 
who are familiar with the area to ride along with deputies during an emergency.

*Will, for Volunteer Fire Co. 61: Chief Reed Rankin was out on a fire with the water tender in 
Tehama County. Responding with our tender brings in money for Co. 61.

*Squad News: we borrowed money from other companies to complete the new squad fund and 
we now have the money to purchase the new squad! Order was placed and will be probably be 
ready next spring. Great news!

* Congratulations to our newest Volunteer Co. 61 Engineer, Chuck Hamill.

*Berry Fest: Co. 61 made $2000 on raffle and $2500 from food sales.

 

Public Health:



* Flu vaccines. County is not aware of when they will be available. This means we cannot 
schedule our annual Berry Creek flu shot clinic yet. We will let everyone know as soon as that 
happens.

*There will be a low cost flu shot clinic ($2.00) in Oroville at the Oroville Sports Club on 
September 24th.

 

Roads and Trails:

*Andy is making arrangements for 2nd phase of Zinc Rd cleanup. We will announce as soon as 
that date is set. Despite the mounds of garbage trucked away by Country Roads Disposal during 
last cleanup, there is still much to be cleaned out. Thanks also go out to Glenn Johnson who just 
happened to come out to look at the last cleanup and then offered the use of his backhoe to assist 
in the cleanup. We appreciate Frank Journey and Glenn Johnson for their contribution to keeping 
Berry Creek beautiful as well as all of those dedicated volunteers who came out to clean up!

ACTION: Need to post the pictures on website of previous cleanup to encourage future cleanup 
help.

*Resident Ted Schwartz attended this monthly meeting to bring to our attention and get 
resolution on the locked gate at Berry Creek Station Road. He has not been able to obtain a key. 
The intention of the gate was not to keep residents out, but to reduce illegal dumping on that road 
while maintaining access for recreation.

ACTION: Andy will research who has a key and get this resolved.

 

Watershed:

*It has been noted that the county has been poisoning all the wildflowers up the sides of Bald 
Rock Rd to the Plumas line. We believe that they sprayed for visibility and to keep the ditch line 
clear. Unfortunately, it has created a fire hazard now that it is dead and dry. It is also an eyesore. 
Watershed is also a big concern with the chemicals. Need pictures to document . We would like 
the County to mow instead of spraying chemicals.

Action: Document with photos. Kathy will draft a letter to county requesting that mechanical not 
chemical means are used to reduce fire hazards on the sides of the roads.

*Deb Boer has volunteered to research other watershed groups in the area to see what they are 
doing.

 

Zoning:



*Derelict house still standing. Kathy has stayed on the county to enforce and tear down structure. 
It is a fire hazard.

*Butte County General Plan 2030: The Berry Creek Area Plan is part of the General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance. Everything we asked for has been included in the new plan. *Decisions 
regarding lot splits will come through this organization. We need to be prepared for when this 
happens with basic guidelines. Access, fire protection, etc. are issues that would effect decisions.

*September 14th, 29th General Plan adoption.

*Zoning ordinance applies to parcels. The zoning is still ongoing and open for comments.

Ongoing planning commission meetings: October 21st deals with Berry Creek. Process is 
still open to comments: Dan Breedon at County(see below).

*Check out your parcel numbers and new zoning at Butte County website (see below).

*Berry Creek Draft Zoning Revision Overview
 

Butte County is currently in the process of updating the county zoning ordinance. The zoning on 
your property determines the allowable uses for the property & whether you can split your 
property. The current Unclassified zoning designation for much of Berry Creek will be replaced 
by the following designations:

 

FR = Foothill Residential

Single-family dwellings at rural densities of 1 to 40 acres per dwelling unit. Existing 
parcels would remain. Residential uses limited to one single-family dwelling per legal 
parcel.

 

RR = Rural Residential

Single-family dwellings at rural densities of 1 unit per 5.1 acres or more.

 

VLDR = Very Low Density Residential

Residential VLDR Single-family dwellings at densities of 1 unit per 5 acres to 0.9 
units per acre.



 

LDR = Low Density Residential

          Single-family dwellings at densities of 1 to 2.9 units per acre.

 

MDR = Medium Density Residential

Detached single-family dwellings at urban densities of 3 to 5.9 units per acre.

 

MHDR = Medium High Density Residential

A mixture of urban residential uses, including detached single-family homes, 
condominiums, multiple-dwelling structures, mobile home parks, group quarters and 
care homes, at densities of 6 to 13.9 units per acre.

 

TM = Timber Mountain

Forest management and the harvesting and processing of forest products. Minimum 
parcels size of 1 unit per 160 acres. Existing parcels would remain. Residential uses 
limited to one single-family dwelling per legal

parcel.

 

TPZ = Timber Production

Logging, timber processing, crop cultivation, and the management of forest lands for 
timber operations and animal grazing.  Minimum parcel size and development 
standards for development in the TPZ zone are generally equivalent to the TM zone.

The Butte County General Plan which is scheduled for adoption this month includes the Berry 
Creek Area Plan. The Berry Creek Area Plan was a direct result of action by our Berry Creek 
Community Association members. This area plan will allow us to have input on planning 
projects in our area.

 

Berry Creek Area Plan

Berry Creek community will develop a plan for this area, including rural residential, 
retail, public and agricultural uses.



 

Berry Creek zoning provisions also include the Deer Herd Overlay and a Scenic Highway 
Overlay along Hwy 162. Both of these overlays impose various development standards above & 
beyond those required by the base zoning. The Deer Herd Overlay affects minimum parcel size, 
regardless of the base zoning.

 

Deer Herd Migration Area Overlay 

Includes Winter (DHW) and Critical Winter (DHC) deer herd migration areas. 
Continuing existing General Plan policies, Winter areas require a 20-acre minimum 
parcel size; and Critical Winter areas require a 40-acre minimum parcel size.

Scenic Highway Overlay

The Scenic Highway (-SH) overlay zone establishes standards to preserve the natural 
aesthetic qualities of areas visible from roadways designated as scenic highways by the 
State of California or the Butte County Board of Supervisors. Development within the 
–SH overlay is intended to feature high quality architectural design, preserve views 
from the highway, and maintain existing topographic features on the site.

 

Berry Creek zoning will be discussed at the Planning Commission on October 21, 2010.

Zoning maps may be viewed at  http://www.buttegeneralplan.net. You may view your existing 
zoning & the new proposed zoning by clicking on the following link to Butte County 
StreetKnowledge:

http://gp_butte_county.chicomapworks.com/

 

If you have questions or comments please contact Dan Breedon at the Department of 
Development Services by email:  dbreedon@buttecounty.net or by telephone:

(530) 538-7629.

 

Please note that all zoning & overlay definitions were copied from the Butte County Zoning 
Ordinance draft which is available online at http://www.buttegeneralplan.net/products/
2010-07-02_Draft_ZO/default.asp
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Parks and Recreation:

*Still waiting to hear about grant for Maidu Nature Center. If we don’t get grant then we are 
encouraged to resubmit for second round of grant money.

*Old Harts Mill Museum: We should be hearing about acquisition at any time.

*Grant for athletic fields at the school has stalled for this year. We will follow up with principal 
on next deadlines to file grant materials. School already owns property next to school, so grant 
would only be needed to develop multi-use fields. Anyone interested in helping with this issue 
should let us know at info@berrycreekca.org.

*October’s town meeting is deferred until we have word on the grant for Maidu Meadows and 
acquisition for Old Harts Mill. Once these things happen we will have a lot to discuss as a 
community.

 

Website:

*At this time, besides minimal community donations, our only income is from premium listings 
on the website. $20 donation for year per business.

*We will offer to pay for half of website upkeep to Berry Creek Fire Safe Council. Will will find 
out exactly what the amount is so we can write a check.

*We agreed that we need a website sign at the Bald Rock/Highway 162 intersection to bring 
more attention to the website, making it more attractive to local businesses to advertise.

*Ted Schwartz has generously offered to route a wooden sign for us. Thanks Ted!

*Deputy Nicholaw: Dedicated Crime watch page on website to highlight thefts in area in hopes 
that the community will keep their eyes open for stolen items.

 

Communications:

*County is taking over licensing for radio that Fire Safe Council bought.

*The radio station, Nifty 1250 am, has a limited range but is designed for emergency 
communications and community information.

 *We have not utilized it to it maximum potential yet. Community announcements and school 
information is needed on a regular basis.
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*ACTION: seek out regular updates for Berry Creek and record them for radio.


